Oliver Lee Jackson: Someplace Else
March 3 – April 28, 2018
Reception: March 3 / 5-7pm
Rena Bransten Gallery is pleased to present a solo exhibition from celebrated artist Oliver Lee Jackson.
The exhibition will include paintings and drawings that excite, mystify and charm with their technical
virtuosity and sheer physicality, as they invite the viewer to travel to another realm.
These large scale colorful paintings and intricate works on paper are celebratory in nature and invite us
to rejoice in seeing for the sake of seeing. Throughout his over five-decade career, Jackson has continued
to explore pictorial and perceptual power, force, and sacred space. While his works contain (often
recurring) figures, he circumvents expectations of a narrative. Jackson’s intention is to “get past the eyes”
and let the mind travel to a state that is unfamiliar and compelling, allowing the work to unveil itself
through time and layer by layer. Through this we discover figurative elements embedded within and
inseparable from the field: crouched or lying figures, faces in profile, flowers, silhouetted birds, the cone
shape of an eye, or an extended arm with pointing finger. In disengaging these figurative elements from
a narrative, we may become open to seeing in a new way, allowing ourselves to get lost within the field,
and Jackson continually challenges us to do so.
Affiliated in the 1960s with the Black Artists Group in St. Louis, Oliver Lee Jackson’s work has been
exhibited extensively over the past several decades. His artworks are in the permanent collections of The
National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC; Museum of Modern Art, New York; The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York; Contemporary Art Museum, Chicago; Yale University Art Gallery; San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art; Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco; San Jose Museum of Art; Berkeley Art Museum and
Pacific Film Archive, and many other public and private collections across the U.S. He lives and works in
Oakland, CA.
Rena Bransten Gallery is honored to present the work of Oliver Lee Jackson who has been a friend of the
gallery since his first solo exhibition with us in 1982.

Painting (11.4.10)
2010
water‐based pigments, mixed media on canvas
66 7/8 x 65 in. (169.9 x 165.1 cm)

Triptych, 2015
2015
Applied fabric, mixed media on panel
95 x 72 in. (241.3 x 182.9 cm) / each

No. 1, 2018 (1.2.18)
2018
Oil‐based paints on panel
48 x 48 in. (121.9 x 121.9 cm)

No. 11, 2017 (10.1.17)
2017
Oil‐based paints on panel
95 x 72 in. (241.3 x 182.9 cm)

No. 4, 2017 (6.6.17)
2017
Oil‐based paints on panel
95 x 72 in. (241.3 x 182.9 cm)

Painting (1.1.11)
2011
Mixed media on canvas
65 3/4 x 64 1/4 in. (167 x 163.2 cm)

No. 10, 2017 (9.5.17)
2017
Oil‐based paints on panel
44 x 40 in. (111.8 x 101.6 cm)

Painting (12.22.10)
2010
Mixed media on canvas
22 1/4 x 22 3/4 in. (56.5 x 57.8 cm)

No. 13, 2015 (10.18.15)
2015
Mixed media on masonite
25 1/2 x 14 1/2 in. (64.8 x 36.8 cm)

Handcolored Woodblock Print (7.21.08)
2008
Woodblock print, mixed media on paper
29 3/4 x 22 in. (75.6 x 55.9 cm)

No. 14, 2015 (12.1.15)
2015
Mixed media on masonite
25 1/2 x 14 1/2 in. (64.8 x 36.8 cm)

Painting (12.15.10)
2010
Mixed media on canvas
20 1/4 x 20 1/4 in. (51.4 x 51.4 cm)

Composite (10.30.12)
2012
Intaglio print, mixed media on paper
38 5/8 x 27 in. (98.1 x 68.6 cm)

Composite (4.25.01)
2001
Mixed media on paper
21 1/4 x 27 1/4 in. (54 x 69.2 cm)

No. 3, 2018 (2.5.18)
2018
Oil‐based paints on panel
72 x 72 in. (182.9 x 182.9 cm)

No. 1, 2017 (3.13.17)
2017
Oil‐based paints, mixed media on panel
95 x 72 in. (241.3 x 182.9 cm)

No. 2, 2018 (1.31.18)
2018
Oil‐based paints on panel
72 x 72 in. (182.9 x 182.9 cm)

